THE END OF THE MANUSCRIPT
TRADITION

IN 1521 the first Henri Estienne died and SIMOX
DE COLINES became the widow's most distinguished
husband. He maintained the former prestige of the
printing house as a resort for learned men, rivalling
in this the Aldine "Academy" at Venice. He added
to the fame of the press for its correct and authori-
tative texts an even greater reputation for elegant
typography and beautiful press-work. Its long list
of publications already included several groups of
books on closely related subjects. Colines developed
these into definite series. He issued them with new
woodcut designs for the title-pages, carefully using
the same style for all the books in a series, so that
they could be easily recognized by purchasers.

Simon de Colines's greatest contribution to the
fame of the establishment came when he recognized
the genius of GEOFROY TORY and employed him to
design decorations for its books. Tory had been a
professor of philosophy and the classics and a stu-
dent of geography before he gave himself up to an
overpowering desire to express himself artistically.
In later years he became a printer on his own ac-
count, a reformer of the French language, and an
innovator in its alphabetic symbols. He brought
about the abandonment of the traditional black-
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